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Sib,— I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on 
the  general  health  of  the  population  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  District  of  Wel¬ 
lington  for  the  year  1902. 

Water  — The  water  supply  of  the  town  has 
been  sufficient  and  of  good  quality  during  the 
year,  as  far  as  the  supply  at  the  source  was 
concerned. 

The  new  well  sunk  during  the  previous  year 
has  proved  satisfactory  and  answered  expecta¬ 
tions. 

A  good  deal  of  attention  has,  from  time  to  time, 
been  given  to  faulty  water  fittings,  as  it  has  often 
been  discovered  that  great  waste  of  water  takes 
place,  and  a  great  deal  remains  to  be  done  before 
this  loss  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Two  more  wells  have  been  closed  during  the 
year  owing  to  their  polluted  conditions,  and  the 
town  water  has  been  supplied  to  15  additioi  al 
dwellings. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — As  reported  to 
the  Council  on  the  15th  May  I  inspected  the 
fact  ries  and  worksho;  s,  as  desired  by  the 
Council,  under  the  terms  of  the  special  Act,  of 
1901,  and  I  forwarded  my  notes  of  the  work  done. 

The  sanitary  arrangements,  I  found,  were 
particularly  faulty  at  two  places,  bu  they 
have  since  been  rectified. 

In  a  few  instances  I  found  that  proper  cleanli¬ 
ness  was  not  sufficiently  attended  to,  but  the 
arrangement  of  the  great  majority  of  thun  were 
in  every  way  satisfactory,  particularly  so  at 
places  where  women  were  employed. 

Inspections. — Inspections  were  carried  on  as 
in  former  years  and  matters  that  occurred  requir¬ 
ing  notices  were  very  similar  to  those  reported  in 
previous  reports. 

Looking  through  the  Sanitary  Impector’s  Book 
I  see  that  choked  drains  -  faulty  latrine  construc¬ 
tion — sewer  gas  escaping  from  broken  drains  : 
formed  the  chief  objects  of  complaints. 
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One  instance  occurred  where  a  heavy  traction 
engine  crushed  in  a  street  sewer. 

Another,  where  a  bit  of  “  scamped  ”  work 
allowed  rats  to  burrow  into  a  dwelling,  so  giving 
access  to  sewer  gas. 

A  ventilating  grating  in  a  pathway  over  a  drain 
was  justly  complained  ot  as  a  nuisance  and  con¬ 
sequently  closed. 

There  have  not  been  many  “  piggery  ”  com¬ 
plaints  during  the  year  the  nuisance  arising  from 
those  which  were  complained  of  being  immediately 
abated,  upon  notice  being  received.  Occasionally 
it  is  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  excessive 
quantities  of  manure  collecting  on  premises. 

In  May.owingtothe  representations  made  by  the 
local  police— under  the  Anthrax  Order  Act  of  1899 
— special  attention  had  to  be  paid  to  one  of  the 
district  dairies.  One  of  the  animals  belonging  to 
it  was  alleged  to  have  died  of  anthrax  while  away 
in  a  field.  The  police  took  the  usual  proceedings 
in  this  case  as  they  did  in  a  similar  one  belonging 
to  a  neighbouring  farm,  and  there  were  no  other 
c^ses  in  the  district.  On  inspecting  the  dairy  I 
found,  as  reported  at  the  time,  that  the  cowsheds 
h*d  been  lime-washed  and  everything  practicable 
had  been  done  to  safeguard  the  quality  of  the 
milk  supplied  to  the  public.  No  other  cases 
occurred. 

A  serious  nuisance  was  found  at  Wrangway 
arisrng  from  a  very  dirty  pigsty,  privy,  etc.,  but 
was  abated  after  representation,  as  reported  in 
May. 

The  Inspector  had  on  two  occasions  directed 
attention  to  dangerous  walls  and  reported  to  the 
Council  about  them,  with  the  result  that  the 
matter  was  rectified. 

All  slaughter  houses  and  bakeries  were  visited 
as  in  former  years,  but  nothing  was  found 
demanding  special  notice. 

Notifications.— Fourteen  notifications  of  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  were  received  during  the  year. 
Eight  of  theee  were  of  scarlet  fever,  two  of 
erysipelas,  one  of  puerperal  septiciemia,  two  of 
diphtheria,  and  one  of  typhoid  fever.  (The 
puerperal  case  and  one  of  the  diphtheritic  cases 
provpd  fatal.) 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  due  to  infections 
introduced  from  another  district.  Five  of  these 
occurred  in  the  town— two  in  January  and  three 
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in  August.  There  was  no  connection  between 
them.  The  others  were  in  the  country.  Good 
care  was  taken  to  prevent  the  illness  spreading. 
There  have  been  no  notifications  since  the  middle 
of  September. 

Schools  — I  have  visited,  as  reported,  the 
elementary  schools  of  the  districc  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year  and  paid  parricular 
attention  to  the  appearance  of  the  children  as 
well  as  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  and 
their  surroundings.  The  result  of  these  inspec¬ 
tions  was  wholly  favourable  in  nearly  every  case  ; 
and  what  had  to  be  noticed  amounted  only  co 
minor  blemishes. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  appearance  of 
the  children  is  greatly  improved  upon  what  it  was 
when  the  sanitary  work  of  the  district  was  first 
started  by  the  Urban  Council. 

There  have  been  some  cases  of  measles  con¬ 
nected  with  two  of  the  schools,  but  not  in  such 
numbers  as  to  influence  the  attendance  to  a  large 
exten  .  As  measles  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  it 
is  impossible  to  say  how  many  cases  of  it  have 
occurred. 

Bibths. — The  vital  statistics  of  the  distriot 
during  the  year  call  for  no  special  remarks. 

There  were  158  births,  equal  to  21*6  per  1,000 
inhabitants.  This  is  about  the  lowe-t  rate  we 
have  had  to  report  and  is  similar  to  the  one  for 
1901. 

The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  25  per 

1,000. 

Draths. — Ninety-nine  deaths  took  place  during 
the  year. 

Two  of  these  resulted  from  measles — both 
being  young  children. 

One  child  died  from  membranous  croup  and  as 
stated  there  was  one  death  from  puerperal  fever, 
while  other  septic  diseases  caused  four — all  being 
those  ol  elderly  persons. 

Phthisis  caused  five  deaths  and  another  form  of 
tubercular  disease  caused  another. 

Five  succumbed  t  >  cancer  and  other  malignant 
diseases  and  thirteen  to  bronchitis,  four  to  pneu¬ 
monia,  and  two  elderly  persons  to  other  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs. 

Alcoholism  and  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  caused  six 
deaths. 
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It  is  well  to  notice  that  the  natural  reluctance 
to  en'er  alcoho’ism  as  a  cause  of  death  is  decreas¬ 
ing  among  medical  practitioners,  and  it  is  nothing 
new  to  say  that  alcoiol  is  still  the  ciuse  of  more 
deaths  than  are  ascribed  to  it  in  official  returns. 

Six  infants  died  at  or  soon  after  birth. 

Heart  disease  caused  twenty-five  deaths,  and 
the  deaths  were  all,  except  two,  those  of  elderly 
people. 

Three  deaths  resulted  from  accidents  and  one 
from  suicide  and  twenty  more — making  up  the  99 
— were  brought  about  by  other  diseases  which  the 
usual  death  rables  do  not  require  to  be  specified. 

The  death  rate  for  the  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  the  district  equals  1354  per 
1,000  inhabitants. 

If  the  deaths  of  ten  persons  who  were  not 
regular  residents  of  the  place  are  deducted,  then 
the  rate  is  reduced  to  12*2  per  1,000. 

Fifteen  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died, 
giving  a  rate  of  94*9  per  1,000  births.  Only  twice 
during  the  last  ten  years  has  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality  been  below  this,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  Table  I  of  the  returns. 

Sewage. — The  question  of  disposal  of  sewage  of 
the  town  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

The  scavenging  of  the  place  has  been  carried 
on  as  in  former  years. 

Vagrants. — As  usual  a  large  number  of 
vagrants  visited  the  town  and  sheltered  in  the 
Union  casual  wards.  They  numbered  2,407  in 
all  :  — 


Lady-day. 

Mid. 

Mich. 

Xmas. 

Total. 

Men  .  597 

508 

432 

706 

—  2243 

Women .  3L 

24 

23 

36 

—  114 

Cnildren _  14 

15 

5 

16 

—  50 

2407 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  illness  imported 
into  the  place  which  could  be  attributed  to  any  of 
them 


Rainfall.— Mr.  F.  J.  Burnett  sends  me  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  rainfall  for  the  year  : — 28*57  inches 
fell,  being  about  2\  inches  below  the  average. 
Rain  fell  on  191  days — the  heaviest  fall  on  any 
one  day  was  1  18  on  August  14th. 


